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Raimondi Park Moving Forward

Taste of Spring Celebration
Phase 1 of Raimondi Park will be breaki The Master Plan calls for two multi

ground in September. Phase 1 of this project ' purpose artificially surfaced sports fields Donor Recognition Taste of Spring
consist of 1 multipurpose artificially surfacec with sports lighting, a new baseball dia-

sports field with lights, a new baseball diamor mond, and new elements that will be ope@rants
accessible pathways and minor ADA impro for all users including new tot lots, picnic

ments of the site, a portion of the playground ¢ area, quiet garden, walking/jogging path Raimondi Park Master Plan
the putting green. For the past four years Frie and putting green. Also there will be new

has been working with the West Oakland Co infrastructure and site lighting in and New Board Members
merce Association, members of the West O around the park. We are currently selling

land Community, local sports team members ¢ bricks to aid in our fundraising. A 4xg8  Membership Form
the City of Oakland Parks and Recreation ¢ brick is $250 for up to 3 lines of text and

Public Works Agency to develop a Master C an 8x8 brick sells for $500 that can in-
sign Plan and fundraise for this project. To d clude up to 6 lines of text or a logo. If you

we have raised just over $4 million towards t are interested in purchasing a brick please S€€ the Raimondi Master Plan on

project through mainly competitive grants. D contact our office at 51865-1850, emalil

to grant deadlines we are moving forward ir at oaklandparks@sbcglobal.net or you can
Phased approach. We still need to raise anc purchase a brick online at

$5 million to see the full Master Plan realized. www.oaklandparks..net. Any contribution

Page 5 and help us realize the
vision by contributing today!

is welcome.

Gardens at Lakeside Park
Master Plan

The Board of the OaklarBast
Bay Garden Center has been in t
forefront in making a difference i
the Gardens at Lakeside Park. R
ognizing that limited staff and lac
of funds have caused the Garde
to fall into disrepair, the Board
selected as their first project the
restoration of the Sensory Garden, formerly known as the Herb &
Fragrance Garden.

Originally the garden was designed for the blind and whbkair
bound, but in recent years was overgrown and full of weeds.. Th
transformation of the garden begaith a new design by Landscap
Architect, Tricia Christopher, which featured drougplerant, Medi-
terranean and native plants providing fragrance, sound and varig
textures. One of the mahighlights of theplan is the water feature
by a local expert, Paul Cowley, of Potomac Waterwaqoksyiding

1 the Peralta Hacienda His-
g torical Park (PHHP),

Peralta Haciendad Youth
Community Garden Program

Youth gardens grow and
traditional arts flourish at

thanks in part to a genero| 3¢
grant from Friends of Oak
land Parks and Recreatio
PHHPG6s wuni qu O
gepmmunity Garden and Art Program is a free afterschool and
summer program that provides outdoor gardening and arts
activities for kids in the Fruitvale neighborhood. The program
bdevelops youth skills, confidence, and sense of participation.
LThe program also creates trust and positive communication
between the many ethnic groups in the neighborhood who use
dhe park daily, creating a true common ground between them.
Students create gardens, cultivate and cook produce together,
and create outdoor landscape art elements and museum exhib-

attractive sound and sense of movement. The renovation of the géi§-about their experiences.

den began in October 2004 and celebrated its Grand Opening in
tober 2006.

Successful completion of the Sensory Garden is due to countles
hours donated by manyolunteers. Hillside Gardeners of Montclai
a local garden club, along with other organizations and agencies
Merritt College Pruning Club helped refurbish the site. Financial
contributributions from Council President Ignacio de La Fuente,
Council members Nancy Nadel and Pat Kernighan, Lake Merritt
Breakfast Club, and Hillside Gardeners of Montclair made the re

®he program also showcases the culture and arts of the many
different cultures that live in the neighborhood, such as that of
Lthe Mien (from the mountains of Laos). Mien elders who gar-
den in the community plots on site share their heritage and
gylture with the youth through their gardening and food dur-
ing quarterly Community Banquets that are free and open to
the public, and through traditional arts, such as their fine em-
broidery. In August, an exhibit about the encounter between
jthe Mien and neighborhood youth created in this program will

possible. Department of Public Works helped with excavation of

qpen at the Peralta House, en
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Taste of Spring 2007

On April 24, 2007 Friends held our 4th annual Taste of Spring event at the Rotunda Building in downtown Oakland. The event
was filled with food, fun and festivities and helped to net over $40,000 towards the Friends General Funds. This iecludes ov
$5,500 towards our grants scholarship program. We want to thank everyone that attended and are already beginning plans for
the 2008 Taste of Spring. We would like to thank everyone that contributed to the success of our event, and we would espe-
cially like to thank our sponsors that made all of this possible.
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Circus World Performance Silent Auction Terrence Brewer Performs

Having Fun! Honoree Phil Tagami with John Gara-

X ! ) Circus World Performance
mendi and Board President John Bliss. reu

For more informatiorfoendsisit www.oaklandparks.org !
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