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The 2017 – 2018 fiscal year has proven to be Oakland Parks and 
Recreation Foundation’s most productive to-date. Though the 
effective leadership of our Executive Director, Ken Lupoff, as well 
as the tireless work of our board members, the Foundation hit some 
major milestones this past year. 

One of our major accomplishments was with our 
15th Annual A Taste of Spring in April. Through 
diligent work and effective planning, we were able 
to not only hold the event at the Oakland Museum 
of California for the first time, but also produced 
record net revenue for our signature event. It 
proved to be a special evening with a room full of 
great energy. We sincerely thank all who were able 
to join us at this year’s A Taste of Spring and we 
appreciate the generosity of our attendees.

As the Foundation is always working on creative 
ways to fundraise, we recently started holding private house parties 
which are designed to introduce Oakland Parks and Recreation 
Foundation to potential new supporters. This new venture has been a 
true success, and we are currently planning our next party as well as 
others over the course of the next year.

On the volunteerism front, we have really stepped up our game! 
Led by our Vice President and Volunteerism Committee Chair, Liz 
Westbrook, our volunteer work has grown in scope over the past 
year, as we now typically conduct three to four solid work days per 
year. Our most recent event was during Creek to Bay Day where 
about 20 Foundation board members and other volunteers improved 
a large picnic area in Joaquin Miller Park by clearing the area, laying 
down weed guard and mulching. 

It has been an honor and a pleasure to lead the Oakland Parks 
and Recreation Foundation in my role as President this past year. I 
couldn’t be more proud of each and every member of our hard-
working board, along with our staff. I cannot wait to see what ’18 – 
’19 holds for us. Onward and upward!

All the best,

Jennifer Goundas,
President of the Board
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Like most nonprofits, the fiscal year for the Oakland Parks and 
Recreation Foundation runs July 1 – June 30. So, even though I write 
this letter to you in early fall, board directors and staff have taken 
measure of the recent fiscal year, and the new one that lies ahead. 

This summer saw the launch of the Oakland Parks, 
Recreation and Youth Development department’s 
new Town Camp program.  Town Camp 
provides all participating youth with an equitable, 
enlightening, and fun summer camp experience, 
regardless of family income or the participating 
recreation center’s location.  The Foundation 
worked to rally our community to raise over 
$40,000 for youth scholarships, so that all children 
in Oakland could have the opportunity to attend 
Town Camp.

The 2017/18 year also saw the renewal of the 
Thompson Bliss Family Gift for a second five 
years. The Gift – totaling $100,000 – serves two purposes; the first, 
to provide swim lesson scholarships to over one hundred children 
a year; the second, to catalyze capital investment in our parks. We 
thank Kim Thompson and John Bliss for renewing their gift, and 
we hope that others in Oakland will be inspired by their example to 
create similar funds to improve our parks and park facilitates.    

In keeping with the spirit of Kim and John’s gift, I was contacted by 
Dianne Fristrom, an Oakland resident, who was concerned about the 
Rotary Nature Center. The Center, after many years of decline, was 
closed, due to unsafe conditions. The Parks department has engaged 
the local community in discussions about how to best update the 
Center and move towards reopening the building. Dianne stepped 
forward giving a gift of $100,000 to help to refurbish the Center. 
She has designated her funds to be used to pay for upgrades to the 
building that will allow up-to-date educational programming to be 
offered to Oakland’s youth when the Rotary Center reopens. We are 
grateful to Dianne for her generosity, and hope that others will be 
inspired by her example.             

The Oakland Parks and Recreation Foundation has grown and 
prospered with the support of committed Oaklanders like Kim, John, 
Dianne, and countless others. With your support we can continue 
to grow and work to support parks and recreation programs for 
everyone in Oakland! 

Sincerely, 

Ken Lupoff, 
Executive Director
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The Oakland Museum of California was full of energy and packed 
with the City’s finest on a cool April evening as attendees celebrated 
and supported our parks at the Foundation’s 15th annual A Taste of 
Spring fundraiser! 

Tora Rocha received the Foundation’s Anne Woodell Community 
Leader Award for her many years of service to Oakland and her role 
as a founder of the Autumn Lights Festival. Mike Hester received our 
Business Community Award for McGuire and Hester’s long history of 
community support and park-oriented construction projects. 

Our lively paddle raise brought in over $15,000 for the Barry Weiss 
Memorial Youth Scholarship Fund. Thanks to both our long-term and 
brand-new sponsors, and the generosity of all attendees, our 2018 A 
Taste of Spring brought in record net revenue!

A special thank you to our Sponsors:

Presenting Sponsor
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 

Patron Sponsors
Big Wave Media
Donahue Fitzgerald LLP
Kaiser Permanente
McGuire & Hester
Oakland A’s Community Fund

Supporting Sponsors
Corrigan Sports/Oakland Marathon
Bridge Bank
Colliers International
Wells Fargo

Friend Sponsors
AT&T
Economy Lumber
Jobs and Housing Coalition
Kazan Law
MB Jesse
Pacific Union International
Roberts Electric 
Ruth Stroup Insurance Agency
Schnitzer Steel Industries
Signature Development Group
W.A. Rose Construction

A Taste of Spring 2018
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Town Camp
The Foundation’s board and staff are thrilled to support the 
Oakland Parks, Recreation and Youth Development Department’s 
new Town Camp, which launched this past summer. Director 

Nicholas Williams and 
his team executed an 
entirely new strategic 
vision that made sweeping 
improvements to summer 
camp access and 
programming.

Town Camp’s bold design 
ensures all of Oakland’s 
youth have access to a 
global summer program 
housed at fifteen different 
recreation centers. 

The newly-revamped, 
dynamic, and innovative curriculum is designed to stimulate 
Oakland’s youth to reach their highest potential. Morning 
activities focus on community-building and creative work to 
reinforce math and reading skills. The afternoons revolve around 
the weekly themes of Science, Nature, Community Reinvestment, 
Sports and Safety, Arts-n-Expression, Health and Wellness,  
and more. 

The Foundation raised $40,000 
to provide youth scholarships for 
Town Camp and other recreation 
center programs offered during 
school holidays.

You can support Oakland’s youth 
by donating at OaklandParks.org, 
today!
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Board of Directors
Jennifer Goundas, President 
Liz Westbrook, Vice President
Jonathon Stewart, Secretary 
Ken Solomon, Treasurer

John Bliss, Immediate Past President 
Zach Cohen 
Steve Gomez 
Michael Hammock
Amy Hengst
Jennifer Koney
Heather Kuiper  
Moira McEnespy 
Barry Miller
Susan Montauk
Angela Pinon
Dan Pitcock
Scott Reinstein
Emily Rosenberg
Megan Shaked
Monique Spyke
Paul Vidican

Nonvoting Members:
Nicholas Williams, Director, Oakland Parks, Recreation 
 and Youth Development
Jason Mitchell, Director, Oakland Public Works Agency
Mandolin Kadera-Redmond, Chair, Parks and Recreation 
 Advisory Commission

Staff
Ken Lupoff, Executive Director
Linde Huang, Operations Manager
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40th St. Median Project
Ace Arts
Adams Point Neighborhood Group 
Afrocentric Oakland
Brett Park Fund
Burnham Bench Fund
Buzz Garden on 24
Community for Lake Merritt
Community Programs at Lincoln Square
District 5 Communities
Eastlake Music Festival
East Oakland Thanksgiving Celebration 
For the Town
Friends of Cleveland Cascade
Friends of Dimond Park
Friends of Glen Echo Creek
Friends of Joaquin Miller Park
Friends of Lake Merritt Japanese Garden
Friends of Maxwell Park
Friends of Oak Glen Park
FROG (Friends of the Rockridge-

Temescal Greenbelt)
Garber Park Stewards
Glenview Median Strip
Hip Hop Heads
I Heart Mama
Insect Sciences Museum 
Joaquin Miller Cascade Maint. Fund
Joaquin Miller Community Center Fund
Keep Oakland Beautiful
Lake Merritt Pollinator Posse
Lakeshore Homes Association
Montclair Railroad Trestle Mural Project
Morcom Rose Garden Fund 
Oakland Landscape Committee
Oakland Civic Orchestra
Oakland Community Orchestra
Oakland Spirit Orchestra
Oakland Trails
ODOG (Oakland Dog Owners Group)
Old Oakland Neighbors
Scenic Streets of Oakland 
Shepherd Canyon Homeowners
Splash Pad Neighborhood Forum
Student Community Liaison Program
Thompson Bliss Family Gift
Today’s Future Sound
Trees for Oakland
Wonderarium

OPRYD:
Allendale Recreation Center 
Arroyo Viejo Recreation Center
Bench and Naming Fund
Bushrod Recreation Center 
Carmen Flores Recreation Center
Central Reservations Unit 
Community Gardening Program
DeFremery Recreation Center
Digital Arts and Culinary Academy
Dimond Recreation Center
Dunsmuir Hellman Historic Estate
East Oakland Sports Complex 
FM Smith Recreation Center 
Franklin Recreation Center
Green Tee 
Inclusion Center Programming 
Intimate Evening 
Ira Jinkins Recreation Center 
Lake Merritt Boating Center
Lincoln Square Recreation Center
Malonga Casquelourd Center for the Arts
Manzanita Recreation Center 
Montclair Rec. Ctr. (Bernice Ratto Fund)
Mosswood Recreation Center
Oakland Discovery Center 
OPR Dogs
Redwood Heights Recreation Center
Rotary Rec. Center and Duck Pond Fund
Sheffield Park and Recreation Center
Studio One
Sundays in the Redwoods
Tassafaronga Recreation Center
Town Camp Fund
West Oakland Youth Center
Willie Keyes Recreation Center

OPRYD: SPORTS AND AQUATICS
ACE Kids Golf Program
Adult Sports
Davie Tennis
Girls’ Sports
National Public Parks Tennis Fund
Youth Sports
Oakland Pools
City Of Oakland Pools
City Swim Team
Gator Sharks (Fremont/Castlemont)
Lion’s Swim Team
Live Oaks Swim Team
Temescal Tidal Waves
West Side Swim Team

Community Partners
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Assets and liabilities
Assets and Liabilities as of June 30, 2018*

Financial Assets of the Foundation  
 Cash and Investments $1,303,892.53 
 Prepaid Expenses $3,647.71
 Undeposited Funds $--------- 
 Receivables $82,500.00 
  
Total Financial Assets $1,390,040.24
   
Financial Liabilities and Custodial Funds  
 Accounts Payable  $10,510.58 
 Custodial Funds $620,662.07 
Total Financial Liabilities and Custodial Funds $631,172.65 
  
Net Assets of the Foundation  
 Unrestricted  $164,452.97 
 Temporarily Restricted  
  Curt Flood Fund $62,500.00 
  Curt Flood Youth Programs  $11,825.45
  Lafayette/Lincoln Square Park Tot-Lots  $90,000.00
  Lincoln Square W12 Fund $140,500.00 
  Lincoln Square Capital Campaign  $15,060.74
  Mosswood Reconstruction Fund  $27,848.57
  Rotary Nature Center Fund $93,500.00 
  Thompson Bliss Family Gift $104,651.28 
  Trees for the Oakland Flatlands $12,143.33 
  Youth Scholarship Funds  $36,385.25 
  
Total Net Assets of the Foundation $758,867.59

*Unaudited 
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Donor acknowledgement list
$10,000 and Over
Dianne Fristrom
City of Oakland 
Pacific Gas & Electric Company
Thompson - Bliss Family Gift

$5,000 - $9,999 
Big Wave Media, LLC
Jim Chanin & Rachel Richman
Donahue Fitzgerald LLP
Kaiser Permanente
Benjamin Larralde
McGuire & Hester
Oakland Athletics Community Fund

$1,000 - $4,999 
Anonymous (2)
Bob Archibald & Mary Navas
AT&T
Joan & Robert Braddock 
Bridge Bank
John & Laura Carlson
Colliers International
Comcast
Corrigan Sports/Oakland Marathon
Aileen Dolby 
East Bay Municipal Utility District
Economy Lumber
Margret Elson & Michael Schwab
Bettina Fernandez & Peter Towner
Jane Funk
Tom Giffen
Google
Jennifer Goundas & Shane Diiullo
Jobs and Housing Coalition
Kazan, McClain, Satterley & Greenwood
Denine Keltner
Heather Kuiper
Marcia Lam
Sabrina and Peter Landreth
Tom LeClair
MB Jessee Painting
Angela Robinson Pinon & Joseph Pinon
Susan Montauk
Howard Nathel
Pacific Union
Dan Pitcock
Ray’s Electric
Scott Reinstein & Kate Holbrook
Roberts Electric
Emily Rosenberg
Schnitzer Steel Industries

Signature Development Group
Adam Simons
Ruth Stroup Insurance Agency
Miye Takagi
Telegraph Group
Thomas J. Long Foundation
Kim Thompson and John Bliss
Sandy Venning
W.A. Rose Construction, Inc.
Ann Weiss
Wells Fargo Bank

$500 - $999 
Anonymous (13)
Devon Armstrong
BBI Construction
Diana Biondo & Pete May
Erica Brevet-Stott
Clorox Company
John Coppinger
Annette and Tom Counts
James Deak
Yi-Lun Ding
Fannie Mae
Lori and Skip Fogarty
Jennie Gerard and Steve Steinhour
Marian Haley and Donald Beil
Pamela and Michael Hammock
Patricia Hardy
Lynette Hart
Dana Hayes
Amy Hengst
Mike Hester
Stephanie Hom
Ethel Howze
Sam Hunt
Intel Corporation
Patricia Kernighan and Paul Gordon
Ken Lupoff and Crystal Reiss
Thomas McCoy and Earlene Hass 
McDermott Costa
Patrick Morrin
Simona Morris
Theresa Nelson and Berard Smits
Sally and Anthony Petru
Donald & Marie Ratto
Brenda Roberts
SCI Consulting Group
Vincent Smith
Sedrick and Jane Tydus
Paul Vidican
Priscilla Wanerus and Eric Hughes
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Donor acknowledgement list
Annie Campbell 
Washington
Liz Westbrook and Devon 
Treece

$250 - $499
Anonymous (6)
Marilyn Bailey
Jeffrey and Karen Banks
Gregory Barnell
Judith Bliss & Gerald Huff
Claudia Cappio
Kelley Cayton
Chevron Corporation
Robert Davila
Michael Darby, M.D
Joshua Dickens
Roberta Dooley
Tiffany Eng and Ener Chiu
Laurie Earp
Daniel Farber
Casey Farmer and Galen      
   Wilson
Sandy Fox and Gary Hayter
Blake Gilmore
Carl and Mary Giorgio
Google LLC
Natalie Gomez
Janice and Ronald Grant
Benjamin Haid
Larry Jakubowitz
Audree Jones-Taylor and  
   Darrell Taylor
Scott & Joanne Karchmer
Marc Kriguer
John and Nancy Lenahan
Robert and Nina Leslie
Brooke Levin
Jacque Lindeman
Vandi Linstrot
Margaret Lou and Steve  
   McDermott
Stephen Lowe
Anna Lunn
Redge Martin
Jean McClellan and David  
   Barron
Kristine and Christopher  
   Murray
Karen Newton and Hans  
   Moser
Jacqueline Phillips
Margaret Pinter
Ralph Rickard
Elizabeth Rosenberg

Carol Bieri & Joel Sanders
Barbara Schaaf and Robert  
   Schock
Peter & Bonnie Sherwood
Jodi Short & Matt Fogelson
Kenneth & Barbara  
   Solomon
Lily Soo Hoo
Sprauve-Harrison 
Communications
James and Joyce Stanek
Jonathon & Jessica Stewart
Daniel Swafford
Marc Tafolla
Jonathan Traupman
Sandra Tsui
Maria Vermiglio
Jennifer Webber
West Coast Wire Rope &  
   Rigging Inc
Jefferson Wilbur
Zac Unger
Stephen Young
David & Ann Yungert

$50 - $249
Anonymous (2)
Aaron Metals
Linda Amos
Apple Inc.
Dick Austin
Judi and Peter Bank
Judy Belcher
Kalliope Bellesis
Katherine Ballew
Courtney Baxter
Ronald & Nancy Blackman
Leslie Bodner
Catherine Boggs
Vinzuela V. Bolden
Anne Bookin
Terry Boom
Laura and Scott Bovard
Amy Boyle
Ursula Boynton
Alan Briskin
Linda Brown 
Michael Burton
Vera Bulaevskaya
John Chalik
Virginia Cheung
Ana Chretian
John Citron and Felicia Liu
Marilyn Citron

Brazile Clark
Leila & Bob Clark-Riddell
Rodney Coeller
Sarah Connick
Patricia Cook
Coopertown Inc
Richard Cowan and  
   Kathleen Collins
Katherine Creighton
Zachary Crowther
Dana Crudup
Gerald and Carol Cullinane
James Cunniff
Deborah Cussen
Michael and Linda Dalton
Willard Davis
Cathy DeLuca
Deepika Desai
Nancy and Travis Dillon
Mark Donahue
Jen Donery
Donald Duggan
Katie Dunmire
Eleanor Dunn
Phyllis Edwards
Jennifer Elias
Erik and Adelina Elo
Bobbi Feyerabend
Dorothy Finger 
Ron and Barbara Finlayson
Robert Firehock
Marysue Fisher
John and Barbara Flores
Linda Fogel
Aileen Frankel
Free and Accepted Masons  
   of CA
Joseph Fuentes
Elizabeth Garfinkle
William Gavelis
Lisa Gessow
Kenneth & Elizabeth 
Giannotti
Alexander Ginestra
GoDaddy.com
Dale Marie Golden
Alan & Barbara Goldenberg
Howard and Reka Goode
Eleanor Gottesman & 
Richard Keller
John Gueldner
Lance and Katherine Gyorfi
Nancy Griffin and Bryce  
   Kranzthor
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Dale Hagen
Lorena Hall
Douglas Hammer
April Hammock
Elizabeth Hansen
James Hanson
Stephen Harker
Howard and Pamela  
   Hatayama
Tamra Hege
Lisa Hire
C.J. Hirschfield and David  
   Stein
Kent Hughes
Debbie Hui
Erin Hult
Ivancich, Martin, and  
   Costis, LLP
Jennifer Ivanovich
Margaret Isherwood
Ellen and Marty Jaffe
Douglas Jensen
Jewish Community  
   Federation
Robyn Johnson
Jeri Johnstone
Peter and Wendy Jung
Michael Justus and Michael  
   Shields
Vivian Kahn and Larry  
   Mortimer
Nancy and Muigai Karigaca
Sally Keane
Amanda Keith
Robert Kirby Jr
Casey Kirkruff
Kate Klingensmith
David Kodinsky
David Kramer
Alan Kren
Judy Krolikowski
Lawrence Livermore Labs
Stephen Lautze
Carole S. Levenson
Seonghee Lim and Dale  
   Baum
Jeremy Liu
Eric Lloyd
Angelica Lopez
Christine Loredo
Ken Lowney
Phyllis Lun
Jerry and Elizabeth Magee
Clare Maier
Mack5
John and Margaret  
   Maloney

Kathy Mancall
Monica and John Marcone
Juliet Markeson
Deidre Martin
Richard Mathewson
Mary McAllister
Bill McCarthy
Moira McEnespy
H.W. McGuire
Margaret & Denis McGuirk
Jesse McKeithen
Melanie McLeod
Gail McMillon
R B Mendelson M. D.
Claudia Miller and Brian  
   Perry
Earl McKelvy 
Barry Miller
Ann Morales
Philip and Barbara  
   Morrissette
Janet and Dennis Mulshine
Susan Murphy
Linda Nack
Todd Narter
Marcelia Nava
Michael and Xiomara Neary
Ernestine Nettles
Helen and John Neville
Marie Ng
May Fukuhara Ng
Michael Ng
George Nobori
Sarah Nolton
Roberta O’Grady
Shanna O’Hare
Oakland East Bay Garden  
   Center, Inc.
Carl and Donna Oldag
Jaime Olivas
Mark Olson
James Paek
Lee Patterson
William and Euradell  
   Patterson
Kiley Pearl
Tracey Pereira
Oscar Perez
Michael & Lynn Petouhoff
Moon Pham
John Preston
Brittany and Daniel Pruim
Robert and Patricia Raburn
Ellen Rapson
Charles Rath
Christine Reed

John and Deborah Rego
Carlton Remy
Harlan and Ann Richter
Straty and Mary Righellis
Jim Ross
Janet Roth
Mary Rudser
Sandra Sanders-West
Cindy Sandoval
Michael Schafer
Kevin Schaeffer
Robert & Debra Schwartz
Jane and Marc Seleznow
Lucille and John Serwa
Megan Shaked
Jacqueline Shao and  
   William Froehlich
Michael Sherwood & 
Kathryn Keeran
Wade & Virginia Sherwood
Gary Silveira
Nathaniel Singer
Ellen Sirbu
Vicki and Shelby Solomon
Cindy and Steve Snow
Rebecca Stanek-Rykoff
Stuart Swiedler
Gregory Tiede and Lori  
   Leigh Gieleghem
Ericka Tillis
Laura Thompson
C. E. Toland
Ruth Tretbar
Michael and Gail Udkow
Kiran Umapathy
Laurie Umeh
Kayla Vucinich
Warehouse416
Steven Weinberg
Meredith Weaver
Michael and Abigail Welch
Phil Williams
Jimmie and Evelyn Wesley
Clarence White, CPA
Judith Wilber & Robert  
   Miller
Loni Williams
Beth Wolinsky
Lauren Wood and Jeffrey  
   Hoeft
Morris Wright
Sayuri Yamazaki
Dave Yesko
Gayle Young
Nancy Zackler
Linda Zunas
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Gifting opportunities
Cash Donations
Most gifts to the Foundation take this form, and it is as easy as writing a 
check or using your MasterCard, Visa or American Express cards. Checks 
should be made payable to the Oakland Parks and Recreation Foundation, 
or online at oaklandparks.org

Gifts of Appreciated Property
With careful planning, charitable gifts of long-term appreciated securities 
or real estate can create very favorable tax benefits, such as the 
elimination of paying long-term capital gains tax and receiving an income 
tax charitable deduction.

Bequests
Gifts through wills and bequests can provide you with the opportunity 
to honor and sustain your family name in conjunction with the Oakland 
Parks and Recreation Foundation’s name recognition program. The Parks 
Foundation will work with you and your attorney to provide you with the 
language necessary to insure that your intentions are clearly expressed.

Life Income/Charitable Trusts
Charitable Trusts and charitable gift annuities offer an opportunity to make 
a substantial gift to the Foundation without forfeiting the annual income 
produced by these assets. You can retain income for your life and the life 
of your spouse. This gift can also be structured to create a substantial tax 
benefit over a period of years.

Matching Gifts
Many companies will match your contribution to the Foundation. Submit 
your company’s matching gift form with your contribution and it can 
significantly increase your support and associated giving level.

Life Insurance
Many, if not most people, own some form of life insurance. Life insurance 
can play a very important part in planned charitable giving. Life insurance 
for charitable purposes can be accomplished by the transfer of ownership 
of an existing policy to the Foundation, or the purchase of life insurance 
which names the Foundation as the beneficiary and/or owner.

Gifts-in-Kind
Gifts of goods or services can be of great financial assistance to the 
Foundation, while offering the donor a tax deduction for the fair market 
value of the gift. Please consult your tax advisor or contact the Foundation 
for further information. 
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